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Going Digital
The Blue Print will be an online-only publication as of January 2022. If you
currently receive the newsletter by paper and wish to continue to receive it,
please email info@brucetrail.org to change your preferences. If you have
limitations to receiving it digitally, please email communications@bmbtc.org or
contact a board member.

January Hikes
January hikes are now posted on the BMBTC Calendar. Sign up for a group
hike today!
Visit
https://hikes.brucetrail.org/ecwd_calendar/blue-mountains/
and select January to view the latest schedule.
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News at Blue Mountains Bruce Trail Club

The Blue Mountains Bruce Trail Club recently completed a
redesign and update to their website.
The new website is now LIVE!
Click here to visit
https://www.bmbtc.org/
A special thanks goes out to our
PR/communications board member Nicole
Torry and Webmaster Bob Moenck for
taking the lead on, and spending many
hours on this project.

Click these photos to learn more
about hiking with our club and
our board members, sponsors
and contact info.
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News at Blue Mountains Bruce Trail Club

As another year draws to a close, here is a big Thank You to all volunteers who help make our
trail section a wonderful hiking experience for many. Whether you maintain trails or properties,
lead hikes, maintain websites, newsletters or Instagram, take pictures, steward a BTC owned
property or one of the many other duties--- your contribution is appreciated by so many hikers
who enjoy our section. For those volunteers who have not been busy because of fewer activities,
we are hoping we will be able to be more active next year.
Save the Date
We are tentatively planning an End to End weekend Event May 28th and 29th, 2022. This will
proceed unless COVID interferes. More details to follow in early spring when we will be
looking for lots of help to make this a great event. Please mark your calendars for May 28th &
29th.
Again, THANK YOU for being a Blue Mountains Volunteer. Happy Holidays to Everyone and All
the Best for 2022.
Flo Kusiak
Volunteer Coordinator
Reminders
Please be aware that hunting season has opened
and be sure to wear bright coloured (orange) clothing while hiking.
Thieves visit parks too. Car break-ins have increased along the Bruce Trail. Remember to
leave valuables at home or take them on the trail with you!

Advertising
Interested in advertising with our club? Have a permanent spot on our website and
advertise your business on our social channels!
Reach out to blueprint@bmbtc.org for more information.
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Presidents Message
NEWSFLASH: The Bruce Trail Conservancy has recently added to our ribbon of wilderness! The newly
purchased 290 acres of land, 17 km south of Collingwood will provide 3.9km of optimal route through a
wetland forest, replete with balsam fir, white cedar and the rare, threatened black ash trees. Best of all,
this new trail will take us off of the road! Thank you to Bev Matthews, not only one of our club's Landowner
Relations Directors but a busy member of the Bruce Trail Conservancy Land Acquisitions Team, who
helped make this a reality!
Our new Nature Reserve is home to the northern waterthrush, a large brownish warbler that forages for
insects along the water’s edge often pumping its tail and hind end up and down. The Canadian warbler can
be seen here too. A small colourful warbler with energy to spare. Look for this steel grey and yellow
songbird arriving back in Canada after overwintering in South America. Snakes, mink, frogs and
salamanders will be hard to spot but love this Nature Reserve as well. Hart’s-Tongue fern is a species of
special concern and lives here! We are very excited to hear this news and to support this project.
How can you help?
- Donations can be made to the Bruce Trail Conservancy www.brucetrail.org
- Join and become a member of the Blue Mountains Bruce Trail Club www.bmbtc.org
- Volunteers are always needed
at the Blue Mountains Club

Eastern Newt

From the desk of the President of the Blue Mountains Bruce Trail Club, Kelly-Leigh Thomas
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Member Stories
Our Volunteers are Valued
By Mary Jane McIntyre

We are grateful to the many volunteers who perform their duties tirelessly to keep our trails and
our club running smoothly. There are Board members who have contributed in so many ways
for years, but there are dedicated Trail Captains, Land Stewards and committee members
working behind the scenes too.
We take this opportunity to spotlight some of our volunteers who have recently hung up their
tool belts as Trail Captains. Myra Campbell and Bert Beausoleil have been Trail Captains at the
tail end of our section at Swiss Meadows for 8 years. Trail Captains maintain the trail by cutting
back overgrowth, removing garbage, notifying our Trail Director if there are major concerns such
as trees down along the trail or garbage dumped nearby, among other duties. They walk the
trail frequently and issue twice yearly reports about the condition of the trail. Myra and Bert
continue with Board responsibilities and as hike leaders.
We thank another retiring Trail Captain, Paul Carnahan, for his over 15 years maintaining a
section of our trail. Paul is hanging up his tool belt but will continue to lead hikes for our club.
Recently, other trail captains have moved out of the province and we thank them for their
service over several years.
As reported in our 2021 Annual Report, Garry Reid retired as a Land Steward of the Skelton
property this year after over 20 years of service. Land Stewards actively care for each of the 13
properties that are owned or managed by the Bruce Trail Conservancy in the Blue Mountains
Section.
We thank these and all our volunteers for their many hours and days of service to keep our
ribbon of wilderness for everyone, forever.
Our club membership has soared in the last eighteen months to over 1000 households! Many
of those new members are eager to volunteer to give back to the trail. We hope to offer more
opportunities to volunteer in the near future.
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On the Move
Send us your photos from
the trail to be featured in our
newsletter or social
channels.
Communications@bmbtc.org

Looking for more information on winter safety?
Check out last winters newsletter here, visit our
Instagram and see old posts here.
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Member Stories
In 2021, over 260 hikers requested an End to End Badge after completing the trek of the Blue Mountain
section from Lavender to Swiss Meadows --- 67.3 km according to Edition 30 of the Bruce Trail
Reference Guide. Each one of those hikers has a great story about their hiking experience.
Here is just one of those interesting stories. When the Chan family requested a badge, Mom
commented: “Our girls are ages 7 and 9 and it’s amazing that they can do these long 4 to 5 hour hikes
with us, now as we are moving north in continuing the Bruce Trail.” We agree! Very impressive! It is a family
project to hike the complete trail… an awe-inspiring goal.
Here are Lauren and Kristen’s responses to questions we posed about their hiking experiences:
What are some of your favourite things about hiking?
Our favourite things are walking on stairs, bridges and boardwalks. We also like the rocky hikes and
going through caves. Waterfalls are also great.
What is a hiking memory that makes you happy?
Lauren: When Daddy fell and we all laughed.
Kristen: We hiked on my birthday and there was lots of snow.
What’s your favourite snack or lunch when you are out hiking?
Our favourite lunches are pizza buns. We like to pack candy, popcorn and meat sticks to snack on during
our breaks.
Here is some advice they have for children who have never hiked before:
Watch out for roots and rocks so that you don’t trip.
Follow the white and blue trail markers and stay on the path. Be careful when crossing the roads.
Our hike leaders suggest that you stand side by side at the edge of the road and cross together when it’s clear.
We wish the Chan family many good hiking days as they continue on past the Blue Mountains section,
on their way to Tobermory. Let’s hope they share more of their experiences on the next legs of the
journey- like how do you make a pizza bun?

Written by Flo Kusiak
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Trail Tales

From the Archives...
One Evening In the Pretty River Valley
In the late evening twilight, I sat alone gazing into my dying campfire, munching on an apple,
the crunching the only sound after the birds had retired and before whippoorwills started calling. In
the silence the low cry was startling. It sounded like a baby crying behind me. Since that was highly
unlikely, I ignored it at first, thinking that I must have dozed off for a moment. But the sound
persisted, getting closer and louder, I overcame my inertia and turned.
A young porcupine approached until it almost touched. He seeming to want to cuddle, nuzzling
under my arm as my cat does when he’s feeling particularly passionate. But a porcupine! And so,
feeling guilty and unmotherly, I shooed him away with ungentle words and a wave of my arms. He
left, and after assuring myself that the tent zippers were secure, I settled myself into my sleeping bag
and soon slept.
Next morning, I was barely up, starting my tiny stove for coffee and splashing cold streamwater
on my face, when he appeared again, equally noisy and persistent. Feeling a little more tolerant and
no other conversationalist being handy, I spoke quietly to him. “What’s troubling you, Little One?
What’s Wrong? Show me what you’re fussing about…” I stood slowly so as not to startle him this
time. We waddled off with me following. And there in the long grass near the dead coals of an old
campfire was a large porcupine wearing a bean can on her snout. Obviously she had been trying to
reach the last tasty morsel of some careless campers leavings.
What to do? The loaded tail looked deadly, I picked up a stick and tried to poke it under the
edge of the can to pry it off, while standing back from her weaponry.
She stood still, not raising her quills at all, letting me work at the can for several minutes. No
dice. The can wouldn’t budge; it was well and truly stuck. There was nothing for it but to step closer
and use my hands. I held the stick firmly against her neck, bent over, grabbed the can, twisted and
pulled. Slowly, slowly, at first, then quickly it came away. I think she and I breathed a simultaneous
heartfelt sigh of relief.
Without a word of thanks she turned and lumbered away, through the stream and up the far
hill, with her baby following behind, now at least quite silent.
Reproduced from an original copy in the Blueprint Circa 1980
By Betty Carter
**Please note, until the late 80’s camping was allowed in the area. There was even a wooden
overnight trail shelter in the park for several years. Today there is NO camping allowed in the
park.**
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Trail Tales
ALIENS ON THE BRUCE
By Dick Edwards

Early one fine spring day, not too many years ago, a quartet of BMBTC’ers left
Collingwood for the Bruce Peninsula to hike from Cyprus Lake to Tobermory.
It was a gorgeous day in May and the foursome of Herman Ohrt, Ray Walker,
Hart Fischer, and I were looking forward to a pleasant walk. The trail was dry,
birdsong was abundant, and trilliums were springing up everywhere. As Ray
likes to say, “It was a bluebird day!”
At lunch time, we stopped at one of the large boulder beaches, notable along
this stretch of trail, and seated ourselves on the stones. We then noticed that
portions of the grey limestone rocks were distinctly chalky white in texture.
Looking around, these white rocks were commonplace on the beach.
As wanna-be scientists, we began sleuthing. “What was the cause?” After a bit
of brain storming, we recalled from high school chemistry that limestone,
when strongly heated turns into white lime. But what would be the heat
source? After a few suggestions, a light bulb flashed in my wee brain! An alien
spaceship must have landed here, and its blasters heated the rocks and
caused the chemical change. …Of course! Yah. That’s it! I believe Hart and I
made a triumphant high-five to support the hypothesis.
However, Herman simply smiled at our jovial
jump to a conclusion and quietly formulated a
plan. Next day he phoned Parks Canada, found
an expert, and obtained an answer. The Park
people attribute the patches of lime to lightning
striking the beach and providing the heat
necessary for the chemical conversion. When he
informed us, I couldn’t help but reply, “Good
work Herman, but the lightning explanation
could be a government conspiracy to repress
information about Aliens.” For the next few
years, when we met, he would say that no secret
agents had been around.
A few years after that event, Herman and I were both helping with the restoration of Franks Lime Kiln.
Ironically historic kilns operated on the principle of heating limestone to produce lime, but the heat source
was neither lightning nor Alien spaceships. Besides being an intrepid problem solver and having a sense of
humour, Herman served as a very capable BMBTC President for 4 or 5 years. He passed away in a tragic
accident in 2018, he is missed.
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