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Due to COVID-19 restrictions no social events are scheduled.
Hikes will not resume until all clubs reach the Orange zone.

Words of Gratitude
The Bruce Trail relies on a large group of volunteers doing their part to provide a wonderful

experience in nature for so many people. Each one of you deserves the thanks of BTC members
and the public at large. 

A big thank you to Jennifer Roy who retired from the responsibility of distributing the Blue Print
by post and email for many years and from editing the Blue Print for one year.  Jennifer will

continue on as a Trail Captain and hopefully as a hike leader when organized hikes begin again.
Also, a big thank you to Cathy Sears for her many contributions over the years: hike leader,
Board secretary, End to End weekend organizer, and for starting up our Facebook page and

keeping it up to date for many years. And, thank you to Garry Reid for 20 years as a Land
Steward. 

To the many new people who have offered to be a volunteer in the last year: we look forward to
meeting you as restrictions allow more activities. Your wish to be involved is greatly appreciated.

- Flo Kusiak, Volunteer Director  

Photo by Jody Wilson



P.2 - INDEX
P.3 - NEWS AT BMBTC
P.4 & 5 - A TALE OF TRAIL
MAINTENANCE

What's in this Newsletter:

Page 2

P.6 - SPECIES SLEUTHING
P.7 - MEMBER STORIES
P.8 - HIKE LOGS AND BADGES
P.9 - HIKE GUIDE
P.10 - HIKES AT A GLANCE



Earth Day, Trail Etiquette and Leave No Trace

News at Blue Mountains Bruce Trail Club
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Announcements

BMBTC Support Teams

Earth Day
Earth Day was April 22nd and we thank everyone who took time to clean up the trails when they were out hiking!

Earth Day doesn't have to be one day a year, keep our trails clean, bring a bag along and help clean up the trail if you see waste.
Be mindful that you're leaving no trace while you are out!

 
Trail Etiquette Reminders

No hikes are scheduled until all regions are in the Orange zone. The trail is still open for use, but remember to stay local. Bring a
mask, avoid joining trail areas that are already crowded and hike with your own bubble. Keep 2 metres of space between you and

other hikers and step aside to allow for a safe distance while other hikers pass by.
 

Leave No Trace
Remember, while visiting the trail leave nothing but thanks and take nothing but photos! Remember to pick up after your pets and

that foraging is not permitting on the trail. 
 



While enjoying a hike on the Bruce Trail, have you ever wondered how it is magically
maintained? You may have seen some signs that proclaim the trail is “built and

maintained by volunteers”. 

A Tale of Trail Maintenance
By L. Finley, Trail Director
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With almost 100 km of Main and
Side trails combined, the Blue

Mountains Club is fortunate to have
a current roster of close to 50

dedicated Trail Captains. These
volunteers are responsible for

undertaking seasonal trail
inspections on their assigned

section, and keeping the trail in
good order. 

You may also have caught a
fleeting glimpse of a mysterious
person sporting a “hi-vis” vest,

with tools in hand.



Inspections include making sure the
trail is well marked with signs and

blazes, as well as checking that
structures (such as stiles, boardwalks

and bridges) are stable and safe.
Pruning, weed whacking and grass

mowing are some additional ongoing
tasks.  

In the event there is
maintenance

required beyond the
capability of the Trail
Captains, a team of

volunteers is
recruited for a “work

party”. Where tree
removal is necessary,

our team of savvy
sawyers spring into

action.

While we expect trail
users to report trail issues

and suggest
improvements, a huge
motivator for our trail

workers is giving them a
simple and sincere “thank
you” at every opportunity.
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A Tale of Trail Maintenance Continued



Seek by iNaturalist
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Spring Species Sleuthing

Merlin Bird ID by
Cornell Lab

eBird by Cornell
Lab of

Ornithology

iNaturalist Seek by
iNaturalist

Spring is here and you can keep an eye on all the wonders
waking up after a long winter! These four apps are for all

the aspiring naturalists, curious hikers and bird
enthusiasts alike.

eBird - Be a citizen scientist and help collect data about the birds you see on the trails.
Merlin Bird ID - Not sure what bird you've spotted? Use the app to help you identify them!

 
Both apps were created by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology at Cornell University - learn more
about their citizen science projects and how you can get involved by using these apps here.

 
iNaturalist - Spotted an interesting plant, animal or insect but not sure what it is? Use the app
to help identify it. Check out what people around the world have been spotting lately with the
interactive map.
Seek by iNaturalist - For those who want an extra challenge, and to earn some neat badges
while learning about the world around you!

Photos by Jody Wilson

https://www.birds.cornell.edu/home/engagement-in-science-and-nature/
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations?place_id=any


This adventure enriched my life in many ways……achieving a challenging goal, experiencing the camaraderie
amongst fellow hikers who were initially strangers and giving me a new appreciation for the beauty of

Ontario with its stunning and diverse scenery. I developed a deeper connection with the Niagara
Escarpment, a UNESCO World Biosphere Reserve and treasure “in our own backyard”.

 
In addition to the End-To-End Hike, I participated in the Bruce Trail Conservancy 50th Anniversary Baton

Relay in 2017. I joined the group hikes in three sections (Blue Mountains, Beaver Valley and Sydenham) on
25 consecutive days for a total of 348km, with hikers taking turns carrying the baton. Without any days off, I

needed to hike at a slower pace, rest when I was at home and put other activities on hold. I enjoyed
meeting the other hikers who shared my enthusiasm for being part of this special celebration!

 
The Bruce Trail is a magnificent natural corridor with unique geology that provides a connection with nature

using the senses of vision, hearing and smell. The trail winds through rural, urban and remote wilderness
areas providing varied topography, spectacular views, plant and wildlife sightings as well as historic
artifacts. The trail highlights the natural wonders of the Niagara Escarpment with meadows, ponds,

wetlands, cliffs, waterfalls, caves, forest canopies, streams, farmland, cobble beaches, gorges and more!
 

Preparation included building hiking endurance as well as using the Bruce Trail Conservancy website and
Bruce Trail Reference Maps and Trail Guide as resources. I look forward to encouraging new hikers (any

age!), further exploring the Bruce Trail, setting new goals and adding more badges to my collection!
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Members Stories

My Bruce Trail Adventures
By Mary Huggins

Have a story you want us to share?  Email communications@bmbtc.org!

I hiked the entire Bruce Trail from Queenston to Tobermory (923km) from May, 2016 to August, 2020. It
was an amazing experience that I shared with a friend who proposed the idea to me. 

We were keen to challenge ourselves and explore our beautiful
province. We participated in six organized section End-To-End event
hikes and completed three sections as self-guided hikes. We were

very appreciative of the countless hours of volunteer time and
smooth logistics in the sections we did with organized hikes, along

with the delicious refreshments served at checkpoints and endpoints.
I now volunteer at the annual Blue Mountains Section End-To-End to

cheer on those weekend hikers!
 

The early morning bus shuttles to the starting points (in the dark!)
provided a fun way to chat with other hikers, share hiking tips and

sense the positive energy. There were many days when physical and
mental fatigue set in due to the long distances, difficult terrain,
challenging trail conditions and wet weather but we kept going!

Volunteers and fellow hikers offered encouragement and support
when the endpoints seemed a long way off. The full hiking days

(ranging from 20-34km per day) finished with a shower, dinner and
bed along with a feeling of accomplishment. Evening reading was the

next day’s trail maps!

Mary (Left) and hiking partner Diane
(Right) celebrating after the last hike of

their End-to-End in Wiarton.



Self-guided hikers who keep a record of completed badge hikes can purchase the hike badge
once the required trails have been successfully navigated. 

You must keep track on a personal hiking log. You may be completing different portions of the
badge at different times so it is important to log your hikes each day you go out. 

Hiking logs can be an organized list of dates hiked, starting Km and ending Km each day you go
out. 

You may want to use the Hike Ontario template hiking log. Visit 
 https://hikeontario.com/programs/hiking-log/ to download your own copy!
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Hike Logs and Badges

Check out this webpage to learn more about each of the badges! 
 http://www.bmbtc.org/Announcements/BMBTC.Badges.2020.pdf

Always identify the name of the specific badge at the top of your log. 
When emailing your request, it is a good idea to put the badge name in the subject line. 
Don’t forget to attach your hiking log to the email!
Email all enquiries regarding badge requests and E-transfer options to: Badges@BMBTC.org 

Important Tips

https://hikeontario.com/programs/hiking-log/
http://www.bmbtc.org/Announcements/BMBTC.Badges.2020.pdf


BMBTC Hikes

 

Head to the online Hike Schedule Calendar at hikes.brucetrail.org. (Select Blue
Mountains from tabs above the calendar)
Make sure the Hike Schedule Calendar is on June 2021 (by default it shows the
current month).
Click on a hike you are interested in.
Follow the link in the hike description to register.
Complete the online form.
Check your email inbox for your confirmation.
Review the Guidelines for Hikers joining Group Hikes on the BTC website (
brucetrail.org > Hike Schedule)

How to Sign Up: 
1.

2.

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

***Please note: The Bruce Trail Conservancy is in the process of updating their
registration system, updates will be emailed and posted as necessary.***

Pace:
Leisurely - 3 km/hr. or
less                      
Medium - 3 to 4 km/hr                             
Brisk - 4 to 5 km/hr                                  
Fast - 5+ km/hr 

 

Terrain:
Easy - Mostly flat and usually
good footing
Moderate - Some hills
and/or some poor footing 
Strenuous - Hilly with steep
climbs and some poor footing

Hike Guide

Visit our website and check your mailboxes for the full
schedule in May!

C lick me to visit website - http://www.bmbtc.org/HS.html
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Reminder! Hikes will not resume until all BTC clubs are
in the orange zone.

https://hikes.brucetrail.org/
https://brucetrail.org/pages/explore-the-trail/hike-schedule
https://brucetrail.org/
http://www.bmbtc.org/HS.html


Hikes At A Glance

Wednesday, June 2
9:00 AM
9:30 AM
Saturday, June 5
9:00 AM
8:00 AM
Wednesday, June 9
9:00 AM
9:00 AM
Saturday, June 12
9:00 AM
9:00 AM
Wednesday, June 16
9:00 AM
9:00 AM

Saturday, June 19
9:00 AM

9:00 AM

Monday, June 21
4:00 PM

Wednesday, June 23
8:00 AM
9:00 AM

Myra Campbell
Flo Kusiak

David Little
Dick Edwards

Bert Beausoleil
Mary-Jane McIntyre

Denise Shand
Michelle Wacker

Date/Time       Leader        Hike Name            Pace/Terrain

David Little
Paul Carnahan

 
Dick Edwards

 
Terry Kimmerly
Allison Thomas

Standing Rock from 30/31 
Sideroad 8-10km

Duntroon View/Walker
Aggregates ST 5km

Fox Ridge 3rdLine-Ken Young 
return 9km

Loree Forest Lollipop - 5km

 
Barrow Bay Staircase, Peninsula

6-7km
Bibbulmun Friendship Trail 7km
Bibbulmun Friendship Trail 7km

Allison Thomas
 

Jeannine Faubert

Annette Sandberg
 

Michael Treuman

Kelly-Leigh Thomas

Cake Walk 11.5km
Cake Walk 4km

Wodehouse Karst 11.5km
Bird Nerd Stroll (limit 10) 3-6km

Griersville-Blantyre 10km
Margaret Paull ST 5km

Dufferin County Forest 10km
Dufferin-Leisure group 10km

Summer Solstice 
Margaret Paull 5km

Hockley Valley 12km
Nottawasaga Bluffs 5K
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Medium/Easy
Leisurely/Easy

Medium /Mod-Stren
Leisurely/Moderate

Medium/Moderate
Leisurely/Easy

Medium/Moderate
Leisurely/Moderate

Medium/Mod-Stren
 

Medium/Moderate

Medium/Moderate
 

Leisurely/Easy

Medium/Moderate

Medium/Mod-Stren
Leisurely/Moderate

Medium/Strenuous

Medium/Moderate
Leisurely/Moderate

Saturday, June 26
7:30 AM
Wednesday, June 30
8:30 AM
8:00 AM


