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CLUB EXECUTIVE 2013/14 

President                                                             Ian Petrie                           ibpetrie@rogers.com                              705-293-4444 

Past President                                                    Peter McDonald               mcd106@hotmail.com                            705-444-8294 

Vice President                                                    Herman Ohrt                     hermanohrt@sympatico.ca                   705-446-1440 

BTC Representative                                           Marietta Service               mservice@cogeco.ca                              905-527-2519 

Treasurer                                                             Terry Sears                         tjinblue@rogers.com                              705-444-985 

Secretary                                                              Sharon Emerson               sharon.emerson@sympatico.ca           705-444-0750 

Trail Maintenance                                              Linda Finley                       lindamdinley@gmail.com                      519-538-2247 

Land Owner Relations                                       Denman Lawrenson          d.lawrenson@rogers.com                    705-445-0014 

                                                                               Jansje Lawrenson              j.lawrenson@rogers.com                     705-445-0014 

Land Stewards Director                                     Dave Knox                          knoxd5083@gmail.com                       705-445-5933 

Membership Secretary                                       Dave Cole                          davidsnotes@rogers.com                     416-222-7226 

Hiking Director                                                    Tom Wilson                        tandrwilson@rogers.com                     705-446-1877 

Social Director                                                      Rosemary Petrie               rpetrie293@gmail.com                         705-293-4444 

Communications & Volunteer Coordinator     Cathy Sears                     csearsinblue@rogers.com                    705-444-9859 

Webmaster                                                            Hart Fischer                      hfischer@gmail.com                             705-445-6876 

Newsletter Editor                                                 Jill Doble                           doblejill@hotmail.com                          705-293-0573 

Newsletter Distribution                                       Jennifer Roy                    jroy.home@rogers.com                        705-445-8940 

Publicity                                                                  Dave Morton                    dpmorton9@gmail.com                       705-444-0228 

Director at Large                                                   Dick Edwards                   richardedwards@xplorenet.ca            705-445-5849 
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The 50th Anniversary Picnic Table Celebration by Rosemary Petrie & Jill Doble 

 

 

There was a stellar turnout for the celebratory hike and picnic in honour of the 50th anniversary of the Blue Mountain 

Bruce Trail Club.  Over forty members attended the celebration on Saturday, June 8.  Two hikes had been arranged to 

accommodate the various tastes of our hikers ς the longer one led by Tom Wilson and the shorter one led by Rosemary  

The 50th Anniversary Picnic 
Table Celebration 
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Petrie.  The two groups converged at the site of the new 50th anniversary picnic table, which is scenically situated 

overlooking the rolling fields south of the Nottawasauga Bluffs at kilometre 14.5 on the club trail.   

After lunch, a celebratory toast was made by Del Cook and a huge carrot cake was consumed.  Thanks to Sue Niblett, 

who very nobly hauled the cake over the trail to the picnic site on a sled.  (Fortuitously, Hart Fischer had arrived on the 

scene to give Sue a hand with transporting the cake, so the cake arrived without incident.)  The club members were 

delighted to have both Shirley and Del return to attend the occasion and help celebrate the 50th anniversary.  It was 

great to see them both! 

As part of the celebration of the Blue Mountain Bruce Trail 50th anniversary, past president, Del Cook had devised the 

plan of installing a picnic table at the very scenic km 14.5 along the trail.  Lumber for the project had been donated by an 

anonymous donor and Blue Mountain Welding donated the materials for, as well as the construction of the metal frame.  

A big thank you goes to Tom Wilson, Herman Ohrt, Bert Beausoleil, and David Little, who assembled and installed the 

new picnic table.  A commemorative plaque will be installed at the site of the picnic table to dedicate the table to all the 

people, past and present, who have contributed so much to our B.M.B.T.C. 

When planning a hike near km 14.5, remember to stop and enjoy your lunch and the view from the comfort of the new 

picnic table and think about what you can do to help your Blue Mountain Bruce Trail Club, as it continues on for the next 

fifty years.  
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Hiking in Alberta by Cathy Sears 

 Many of you have already heard of Skyline 

Hikers of the Canadian Rockies.  This non-profit 

organization, operated by volunteers, has been around 

since l933 and has a great reputation for providing 

participants with a quality experience in camp and on 

the trail.  Every year five one-week camps are held 

during July and August.   You hike into the campsite on 

Monday and return to the trailhead on the following 

Saturday.  A different location is selected each summer 

to preserve the mountain ecology.  Each hiker 

participates daily in one of 5 or more hikes offered that 

is suited to their particular abilities. Wilderness 

accommodation is a prospector-style tent that can sleep 

up to four hikers each.  The tents have a wood burning 

stove and thick foam sleeping pads.   Hearty, hot meals 

are prepared daily by skilled cooks at breakfast and 

dinner, and a bag lunch is provided for the trail. 

 We wanted to try this unique, remote, alpine, 

wilderness hiking experience.  And so, on August 11, 

2013, Terry and I flew out of Toronto to Calgary where 

we caught the Red Arrow bus to Red Deer.  There we 

met up with Marilyn Jones, also from BMBTC, and 37 

other hikers.   This was Marilyn's third trip with Skyline 

and she did a fabulous job as the camp musician. She 

made us proud!  At the hotel in Red Deer we were 

briefed by knowledgeable leaders on all we needed to 

know about camp life and hiking the mountains, valleys, 

creeks, rivers, meadows and plateaus of the South Ram 

area of Alberta.  This was the first time that Skyline has 

been to this area and I was astonished at how much 

work and planning went into establishing and routing a 

location for the first time. 

 The next morning we boarded a yellow school 

bus that went west on Hwy 11 and south on dirt road 

#752 with a pit stop mid-way at Rocky Mountain House. 

Three hours later we arrived at the trailhead where we 

hiked 12km in a drizzle of rain, thunder and distant 

lightning to our campsite.  We each carried our day 

backpack while packhorses carted in our duffels with 

sleeping bags, ground sheets, sleeping mats and other 

useful things.  The camp on that first night was cold and 

damp and I got rid of a big, fat black and white spider 

crawling on my sleeping bag, Yikes! 

                               

 

                              

            We were week five so the camp was well 

established with a covered dining tent, fire pit, a 

washing-up tent and those infamous biffies with toilet 

seats!  The campsite was surrounded by an electric 

fence, solar panel powered, to keep the wild life out of 

camp.  The campsite is located at an elevation of 

6,036ft.  Hike destinations for the week were as high as 

8,284ft.  The South Ram area is not in a National Park 

but is owned by the Alberta Government as a  


